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The journal Dumerilia, launched in 1994, is published by the Society of the 
Friends of the Laboratory of Herpetology of the Paris Museum (AALRAM). It now 
has a double function: that of a journal of herpetology and that of a journal dealing 
with zoological taxonomy and nomenclature. 

 
The name of this journal is a tribute to the memory of André-Marie-Constant 

Duméril (1774–1860), eminent zoologist, one of the founders of herpetology, author 
with Gabriel Bibron (1805–1848) of the masterpiece Erpétologie générale (1834–1854). 

 
As a herpetological journal, Dumerilia publishes the results of original researches 

concerning all aspects of the study of Amphibians and Reptiles, from biology to 
zoogeography, systematics (including nomenclature), evolution, ecology, ethology or 
conservation biology. The works based on the herpetological collections of the Paris 
national Museum of natural History are particularly welcome. 

 
Since 2015, Dumerilia accepts for publication articles dealing with general 

questions of zoological taxonomy and nomenclature, not limited to herpetology. It 
accepts papers providing preliminary diagnoses of new zoological taxa and making 
their nomina available, in particular in the case of nomina or nomenclatural acts 
already published online but not respecting the conditions of nomenclatural 
availability required by the 2012 Amendment of the International Code of Zoological 
Nomenclature (Anonymous 2012; Dubois et al. 2013). 

 
Finally, starting in 2016, a special section Zoologos of Dumerilia is dedicated to 

the publication of the works of the Linz Zoocode Committee, devoted to the proposal 
of improvements for the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature. 

 
Dumerilia is open to papers in English and French. It publishes texts of very 

variable length, from short notes to long monographs. 
 
The journal Dumerilia has an international Editorial Board. Referees often provide 

very useful pieces of information or suggestions to authors of articles, which fully 
justifies the practice of an external review, sometimes anonymous, of papers, but, in 
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the end, the author alone is responsible of the content of an article. We are hostile to 
an editorial policy which would consist in imposing to authors the points of view or 
opinions of editors or referees which are not shared by the authors (Bour & Dubois 
1994). 

 
However, the comments of reviewers belong in two categories (Bour & Dubois 

1994): objective criticisms, pointing to factual errors in the manuscript (incomplete or 
erroneous bibliographical information, methodological mistakes, obscure writing, 
etc.); and subjective criticisms, the referee expressing an opinion different from or 
complementary to that of the author. Objective criticisms are transmitted to the 
author(s), asking him/her/them to correct the manuscript in order to solve the 
problem. If not, the paper will not be accepted for publication in Dumerilia. On the 
other hand, the author can refuse to follow the subjective criticisms of the reviewers. In 
some cases, these comments will be published in appendix of the paper, signed by 
their authors who will thus assume their responsibility, and will therefore be liable to 
be later cited as ‘normal’ bibliographical references. 

 
Dumerilia is published under two editions, a paper edition and an electronic 

edition as pdfs. Both editions are strictly identical and final, and are published on the 
same day. Dumerilia does not practice ‘pre-publication’ (‘early view’) of pdfs before 
paper publication: the pdfs become available online only after expedition of the paper 
edition to subscribers. The journal commits itself not to bring any modification to the 
pdfs after publication. In case of discovery of errors in the published text, they will be 
the matter of corrigenda in a subsequent issue of the journal. Dumerilia does not 
either pratice the publication of ‘electronic supplements’ to the papers it publishes: the 
content of the paper and electronic versions is exactly the same. 

 
Electronic versions of the papers published in Dumerilia can be ordered by readers 

from the website of the journal (http://dumerilia.wifeo.com/). Authors also have the 
possibility to choose the Open Access version, through paying an inclusive price per 
page.  

 
Publication in Dumerilia is free of charge, including that of black and white figures 

and tables. Colour photos are published free in the online version of the journal but 
charged to the authors in the paper version—otherwise these figures will be printed in 
black and white.  
 
 
 

Instructions for authors 
 

Dumerilia accepts for publication papers in English or in French. Manuscripts should 
be submitted as electronic documents and presented as follows. 

 
The title of the paper should be followed by the name, address and <electronic 

address> of the author(s). The text should be double-spaced. It will preferably be 
organised as follows: English abstract, introduction, material and methods, results, 
discussion, conclusion, (abstract in a second language), acknowledgements, literature 
cited, appendices. 
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Figures, tables and appendices will be cited in the text as follows: fig. 2, tab. 4, app. 1. 

Figures will not be larger than 16 × 24 cm. The size of letters will allow their reading after 
reduction. The legends of figures and tables will be presented separately. 

 
Please do not use straight simple (') or double (") quotation marks or apostrophes, but 

curved ones (‘, ’, “, ”). The sign ‘n-dash’ (–) means ‘from... to...’, so the expression ‘from 
seventeen to twenty-four’ may be written ‘17–24’ or ‘from 17 to 24’ but never ‘from 17–24’ which 
is meaningless. 

 
Upon its first mention in the text, each name of taxon will be followed by the name(s) of 

its author(s), followed by a comma and then by its date (Rana Linnaeus, 1758; 
Eleutherodactylus Duméril & Bibron, 1841; Gracixalus Delorme et al., 2005). In contrast, 
references cited in the text will be written in small capitals, not followed by commas (Gray 
1831; Sarasin & Sarasin 1890; Fregin et al. 2012). In both cases, the abbreviation ‘et al.’ 
will be used for three authors or more. All references, including those of all the works 
where the taxa cited in the text were described, should be provided in the ‘References’ 
section of the paper, where they will be presented as follows: 
 
Günther, A. (1859) Catalogue of the Batrachia Salientia in the collection of the British Museum. London 

(Taylor & Francis),‘1858’: i–xvi + 1–160, pl. 1–12. 
Gray, J. E. (1831) A synopsis of the species of the class Reptilia. In: E. Griffith & E. Pidgeon; in: The 

class Reptilia arranged by the Baron Cuvier, with specific descriptions; in: E. Griffith & E. Pidgeon, The 
animal kingdom arranged in conformity with its organization, by the Baron Cuvier, member of the Institute 
of France, &c. &c. &c., with additional descriptions of all the species hitherto named, and of many not 
before noticed, vol. 9, London (Whittaker, Treacher & Co.): 1–110, pl. 1–55. 

Linnaeus, C. (1758) Systema Naturae per regna tria naturae, secundum classes, ordines, genera, species, cum 
characteribus, differentiis, synonymis, locis. Editio decima, reformata. Tomus 1. Holmiae (Laurentii 
Salvii): [i–iv] + 1–824. 

Sarasin, P. & Sarasin, F. (1890) Zur Entwicklungsgeschichte und Anatomie der ceylonesischen Blindwühle 
Ichthyophis glutinosus, L. Vierter Theil. In: Ergebnisse naturwissenschaftlicher Forschungen auf Ceylon, 
Zweiter Band, Wiesbaden (Kreidel): 151–263, pl. 15–24. 

Tatarinov, L. P. (1964) Nadotryad Salientia. Prygayuscie, ili Beskhvostye. In: A. K. Rojdestvenskii & L. 
P. Tatarinov, Zemnovodnye, Presmykayusciesya i Pticy, 12; in: J. A. Orlov (ed.), Osnovy Paleontologii, 
Spravochnik dlia paleontologov igeology CCCP, Moskva (Izdatelbstvo ‘Nauka’): 125–133. [In Russian]. 

 

Anonymous [International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature] (1987) Opinion 1462. 
Caeciliidae Rafinesque-Schmaltz, 1814 (Amphibia, Gymnophiona) and Caeciliidae Kolbe, 1880 
(Insecta, Psocoptera): a ruling to remove the homonymy. Bulletin of zoological Nomenclature, 44 (4): 
263–264. 

Cope, E. D. (1869) Sixth contribution to the herpetology of tropical America. Proceedings of the Academy 
of natural Sciences of Philadelphia, ‘1868’, 20: 305–312. 

Lataste, F. (1878) Division en familles naturelles des Batraciens Anoures d’Europe. Revue internationale 
des Sciences, 2 (42): 488–499. 

Miranda-Ribeiro, A., de (1920) Algumas considerações sobre o genero Ceratophrys e suas especies. 
Revista do Museu Paulista, 12: 289–304, 5 pl. 

Tian, W. & Hu, Q. (1985) Taxonomical studies on the primitive anurans of the Hengduan mountains, 
with descriptions of a new subfamily and subdivision of Bombina. Acta herpetologica sinica, (2), 4 (3): 
219–224. [In Chinese].  

 

Fregin, S., Haase, M., Olsson, U. & Alström, P. (2012) New insights into family relationships within 
the avian superfamily Sylvioidea (Passeriformes) based on seven molecular markers. BMC 
evolutionary Biology, 12 (157): 1–12 + 1 additional online file. [doi:10.1186/1471-2148-12-157]. 
Online document not preregistered in Zoobank [http://www.biomedcentral.com/content/pdf/1471-
2148-12-157.pdf].  

 

Brands, S. J. (ed.) (2014) Systema Naturae 2000. Universal Taxonomic Services, Amsterdam (Zwaag). 
[http:// sn2000.taxonomy.nl]. [Last accessed on 31 January 2014].  
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Manuscripts should be sent to the Chief Editor. They will be submitted by the Editorial 
Board to two reviewers at least, members of the international scientific community. 
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